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Abstract  

This study examines the news production processes about femicide, a universal 

problem, in the Turkish press within the context of collective memory. The relationship 

between memory and the news media is explained by associating it with Alison 

Landsberg's (2004) concept of prosthetic memory. In addition, to better analyze how 

collective memory is (re)produced through news about femicide, which is the main 

subject of the study, feminist movements and women's ideas and activities about the 

issue from the past to the present in the world and Turkey are discussed.  

The in-depth interview method, which is one of the qualitative research methods, has 

been used in the study. Female journalists working in different news media outlets were 

included as participants in the research and were asked questions about the relationship 

between news production processes, femicide, and collective memory. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The concept of collective memory has been discussed a lot in recent years, especially 

in the social sciences. Although the concept of “collective memory,” a set of 

experiences, values, and attitudes built by a specific group of people, was first put 

forward by sociologist Emile Durkheim, it was elaborated by philosopher and 

sociologist Maurice Halbwachs. Collective memory is associated with every aspect of 

our lives, and every event experienced in society contributes to memory formation. The 

resulting collective memory is transmitted across generations, ensuring that society and 

its memory remain alive. 

Journalists create an archive and establish a connection between the past and the future 

through their news. Femicide is a common problem that we all should keep in mind. 

Making news about femicide in the press is one way to ensure that the issue is not 

forgotten. This study aims to determine to what extent and how female journalists use 

the past in the news of femicide and thus determine the role of female journalists in 

creating a collective memory about femicide. It has been investigated how female 

journalists use the past while producing news about femicide and whether they 

contribute to creating a collective about the issue. 

The study first discusses the concepts of memory and collective memory, with a focus 

on Maurice Halbwach’s perspective on the issue. Then Michael Schudson's notion of 

distortion dynamics in collective memory is used to explain the shaping of collective 

memory and its transmission over time. The literature review's second part emphasizes 

the relationship between media and collective memory, particularly by associating it 

with Alison Landsberg's (2004) concept of prosthetic memory. Then, to explain the 

relationship between news, collective memory, and femicide, the development of 

feminism and its outlook on the problem of femicide are discussed.  

The overall purpose of this study is to demonstrate the relationship between collective 

memory and journalism in the context of femicide. Unfortunately, when we look at the 
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literature, we observe that this topic has not been given due respect.  Therefore, this 

study is vital in terms of shedding light on the issue and being a source for similar 

studies to be done in the future. 

In the study, which adopts a qualitative methodology, the in-depth interview method 

was used for data collection. Female journalists working in different news organizations 

in Turkey were included in the research as participants, and the prosthetic memory 

production processes of female journalists in the news of femicide were examined. 

They were asked questions about how they establish a link between the current news 

about femicide and the past cases of femicide that are part of our collective memory. 

The results showed that all the female journalists interviewed pay attention to making 

references to the past while writing news about femicide; however, their ability to do 

so is largely conditioned by the ideological orientation of the news outlet they work for. 

RESULTS 

 

In this section, the findings obtained through the in-depth interviews are presented and 

evaluated. 

Participants' Understanding of Collective Memory 

The answers given by the participants to the question of what comes to mind when 

collective memory is mentioned are as follows: 

Participant 1 said: “A semantic memory comes to mind. In other words, the meanings 

that some definitions, terms, and symbols created in my mind are based on the society 

I live in. For example, when Kahramanmaraş is mentioned, the earthquake and 

destruction we experienced on February 6, 2023, will come to mind.” 

Participant 2 said: “Regarding collective memory, the first thing that comes to mind is 

the Saturday Mothers. Even if they have been saying similar things for years, they have 

formed a collective memory. Collective memory is a need, and it is the sum of the 
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things that always take place in that society and in every individual living in that 

society.” 

Participant 3 said: “Collective memory reminds me of shared memories, attitudes, and 

behaviors known only to those in that society. At the same time, it is the history of 

society. The combination of all the elements makes up the society we live in. It is 

precious that every society has its own memory. The collective memory ensures the 

continuity of that society. It also helps us to understand how and how society came 

from the past to these days; what happened in the past and what we experience now are 

related to the past.” 

Participant 4 said: “Collective memory is society's most important building block. 

History and collective memory are the resources the past provides us to live in the 

present. Every day we live, a new piece of information is added to our collective 

memory.” 

Participant 5 said: “From collective memory, I understand events and elements that 

have a long-lasting direct and indirect effect on society and determine the reflexes of 

society—for example, coups, wars, revolutions, crises, and international awards. The 

events in collective memory shape people's relations with each other and the state.” 

Participant 6 said: “Events that leave a mark on people They exist in memories without 

regard for good or evil.” 

The things that make up the concept of collective memory in the participants’ minds 

are usually events that become symbols in society or profoundly affect society. The 

earthquake, wars, revolutions, or the Saturday Mothers were given by the participants 

as examples of collective memory.  

To the question of whether journalism contributes to the formation of collective 

memory, the participants gave the following answers: 

Participant 1 said: “Absolutely, because journalists and their news are transmissions. 

To convey an event is to enliven something in the minds of those people. However, it 
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has to be done correctly. If you are not objective, you will mislead people's collective 

memory. Some events have a different place in people's minds because of distortion. 

Our task is to convey this with objectivity.” 

Participant 2 said: “Certainly, journalists play an essential role in the formation of 

collective memory and conveying it. Written news never disappears, mainly thanks to 

digitalization; the news always maintains its presence on the internet. Journalists have 

to be reminders of society. An event experienced today may not be the first; it may have 

had similar examples in the past, and similar things may happen again. It is necessary 

to follow this, research what happened in the past, and present it to society with 

examples.” 

Participant 3 answered the question as: “Of course, it can. Journalism is a public job. It 

is the job of journalists to inform the public. Journalists present any event of public 

interest. Therefore, it helps in memory formation. For example, women’s murders are 

reported in the news. The good or bad news about every event stays in our memory. 

Alternatively, to understand and interpret events closely related to society, past news 

on that subject is taken as a reference. Therefore, journalists contribute to the formation 

of collective memory. The news produced by journalists is a document of collective 

memory.” 

Contrary to other participants, Participant 4 states that in the past, journalists aimed to 

create a collective memory, and with digitalization, journalism has become a very 

different place. These are her words in this regard: 

“Journalists who produce news from scratch know they are producing collective 

memory. Journalists leave a written document in their news reports. When a researcher 

searches for a past issue and finds the news of a journalist, she sees the news as a 

historical document and uses it as a source. For example, in the first years of my career, 

I worked at the Radikal newspaper and kept the news in the newspapers. I was surprised 

when I looked at the newspapers I made because I encountered a very different reality 

in Turkey. I was surprised by the use of visual news and how we approached news from 

different angles. As journalists, we did not feel comfortable informing them in those 
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years. Since Turkey is in a politically complex process, I can now see how free we are 

when I look at the news. Even this example is about the construction of collective 

memory. When I look at the news I wrote in those years, I have an idea about the past, 

and I can even see what kind of process Turkey went through. News is a connecting 

tool used to interpret the past. When we look at social media, we see that past news is 

on the agenda again.”  

Participant 5 stated the following: “Of course, it does. If done correctly, journalism is 

one of the most important professions that feeds society. Because the journalist can 

directly connect with society, it increases people's knowledge, leads people to think and 

question, and activates the conscience of society. It makes a significant contribution to 

forming public opinion. It also has the effect of putting pressure on politicians. 

Journalists can fire someone who works because of the news they make and put them 

in jail. That is why news is a powerful weapon. All these developments help in the 

formation of collective memory. The newspaper is an archive. One of the best ways to 

understand a period is to study the newspapers of that period. A person watching 

television programs will catch tremendous clues about the period's political, social, and 

economic conditions.” 

Similarly, Participant 6 stated that in the past, journalists produced their news in order 

to create a collective memory with the following words: “We know that this was the 

case before. It used to be a duty for journalists to tell the public about good or bad 

events. Journalists also emptied their memories by sweeping and ignoring events they 

could not report under the carpet. On anonymous social media, the reporters took this 

task from us. It fills the memory with so-called "dirty news." 

The answers given above to whether journalists can contribute to the formation of 

collective memory mostly lead to the conclusion that journalists are aware that they 

create collective memory while producing news. Besides, Participants 4 and 6 state that 

journalists not only create a collective memory but also that the news they produced in 

the past is on the agenda again today due to the rise of social media.   
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The participants were then asked the question, “Do you associate a reported event with 

similar events in the past?” Participant 1 replied to this question as follows: 

“Associating events with each other is the editorial part of journalism. Of course, I 

report by connecting the past and the present. In this way, I remind the person who 

reads the news about the past and help her to situate the news better in her mind.” 

Participant 2’s response was as follows: Of course, the past is our archive. For example, 

Birgün newspaper campaigned about women who fell from balconies and lost their 

lives. We wanted to show everyone that 93 women died by "falling" from the balcony 

in two years. In the campaign we prepared, we aimed to show that the women who died 

by falling from the balcony did not die due to an accident but were killed by a man. In 

addition, it was to show a recurring problem in society. We wanted to tell society about 

a problem here and focus on it. Repeated acts cannot be an accident; they cannot be 

neglected; they must be seen and shown to be crimes. We wanted to make people 

remember the murders that were made to look like accidents. The journalist's task is to 

point out the problem and show it. Consequently, the past is a source of news for the 

future, and the future is a source of news for the past.” 

Participant 3 said the following: “One of the most fundamental elements of solid news 

is its ability to connect with the past. Reminding the reader causes the memory to be 

refreshed and contributes to a better understanding of current events in context. For this 

reason, I make reminders in the news that will connect with the past and contribute to 

the present.” 

Participant 4 stated: “Turkey experienced a devastating earthquake on August 17, 1999, 

and unfortunately, on February 6, 2023, we experienced an earthquake with far more 

devastating effects than the previous earthquake. When we look at the news, we can 

see that the earthquake we experienced in 1999 and the earthquake in 2023 are reported 

in connection with the news. The news is transmitted in connection with each other to 

show that the past is forgotten by forgetting the fact of the earthquake that took place 

after the earthquake disaster in 1999. The primary purpose of journalism is to provide 

social benefits. The establishment of the past aims to provide social benefit. Connecting 
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with historical events creates a general framework and consciousness in people's 

memories.” 

Participant 5 briefly said, “Yes, we do. It is because if similar events are happening 

repeatedly or if there are similar developments in different places, there is a situation 

that needs attention. For this, the archive scanning comparison method is used.” 

However, Participant 6 states that, unlike the other participants, the past is not used as 

a reference: “Very rare. If the results of the events that bother people in society have 

received enough reaction, we could do this. It bothers us that we are repeatedly brought 

to light for punishments for which we are not guilty. We say ‘forgotten.’”  

Participants’ Approaches to Women's Issues 

"Do you think that the issues and problems with women are prioritized in your 

institution?" 

Participant 1 said, "My news editor, my editor-in-chief, is a woman." She also said, 

“For this reason, there is no possibility of skipping women's news in the newspaper. We 

give it priority and importance. Our shortcomings may be the news we could not include 

in the newspaper due to the early printing time.” 

Participant 2 replied to the question as follows: “Birgün newspaper never holds back 

on the issues of injustice and wrongdoing. Birgün newspaper is a newspaper that tries 

to find the truth and defends the right to the truth. Many lawsuits are filed against the 

Birgün newspaper, and the institution receives many threats. These are the difficulties 

of trying to defend the truth. Birgün does not stay behind in her news about women. 

For 2-3 years, we had a page where only women's news was reported, we tried to make 

women's voices heard, and women discussed women's issues. However, apart from this, 

every story about women is given due care. The reason is the state's power if something 

happens to women and cannot be prevented. We are one of the rare newspapers that 

says and defends this.” 
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Participant 3’s response was as follows: “Cumhuriyet is very sensitive about voicing 

social problems. That is why it has been given due importance. It is necessary to make 

women visible in society. We should not only talk about women's problems but also 

their achievements.” 

Participant 4 stated the following: “Hürriyet is one of the most prominent newspapers 

in the mainstream media. Hürriyet is a newspaper that shows sensitivity to the news of 

femicide and violence. However, I do not know how correct the political approaches to 

the issues are. The news of violence against women and femicide has always been given 

importance. I worked for the Hürriyet newspaper Private Haber for four years and 

specialized in women's news. I started the series "Vazgeçmeyen Kadınlar"(Women 

Who Do Not Give Up) about a year ago. Although not in the context of violence against 

women, it shows the importance of the newspaper Hürriyet for gender inequality and 

women. However, I cannot say that sexist reflexes were not involved in creating 

femicide or violence.” 

Participant 4 continued as follows: 

“This is because the number of male employees in editorial jobs is higher than the 

number of female employees. Unfortunately, we do not have a female employee as the 

editorial coordinator of Hürriyet newspaper. The number of men and women in our 

correspondents is proportional. Still, we reporters give the raw version of the news. For 

this reason, we can see a male-dominated point of view in visual preference and 

sometimes in news language. For this reason, I had some problems with the women's 

news I prepared and continue to do so. I am constantly interfering with the news I have 

prepared to prevent this problem. Men are often unaware of the sensitivity of women's 

news. For example, when I make news about a female pilot, it is emphasized that the 

pilot is a woman. However, the purpose of making that news is not to show that the 

pilot is a woman but to show that there are women in different occupational groups. I 

think that male reporters should improve themselves in terms of gender. To summarize, 

the Hürriyet newspaper shows critical importance and care in the context of femicide. 
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However, we can encounter masculine language because few women work in writing 

jobs.” 

Participant 5 responded as follows: “If you could follow Milliyet newspaper, you might 

notice its sensitivity to women's issues. Almost every positive and negative 

development about women and every event takes place in the newspaper. Attention is 

paid to the language used in the news. Milliyet newspaper is also the first and only 

media partner of the United Nations Women's Unit (UN Women). In line with this 

cooperation, the Milliyet newspaper has committed to contributing to gender equality. 

Studies are carried out on this subject, and training is given. I attended the "Workshop 

for Gender-Sensitive Media," one of them. Of course, there are flaws, and there always 

will be. Because, as in every field, it will only be realistic to say "this much is enough" 

to provide full equality in the media. For example, I would like to see more female 

managers in my newspaper.” 

Participant 6 answered the question as follows: “Yes. I experienced this myself during 

my birth.” With her answer, Participant 6 emphasized that the media organization he 

works for helps the women it employs in matters concerning women. 

While each participant stated that the institution, they work for attaches importance to 

women's issues and problems, they approached it from different perspectives. 

Participant 1 emphasizes the importance of working with women in not ignoring 

women's issues while emphasizing that the print media can skip some news to catch up 

with strict deadlines. Participant 2 criticizes the government with the phrase "power 

state," stating that many lawsuits have been filed because of the institution's importance 

to women's issues or problems. Participant 3 argues that women should not be dealt 

with only for their grievances. Participant 4 says that the importance of women's issues 

is emphasized in the institution where she works, and she criticizes the high number of 

male employees in the editorial office for making the new language masculine. 

Participant 5 emphasizes the importance of the fact that the institution she works for is 

the media partner of UN Women, but she also mentions the absence of female managers 

in the institution she works for. Participant 6, unlike all other participants, focused the 



NOTE: This preprint reports new research that has not been certified by peer review and should not be used as established 
information without consulting multiple experts in the field. 

 
 

 

Yeditepe University Academic Open Archihe 

issues and problems of women working in the institution. From the participants' 

answers, it was concluded that male employees in the mainstream media are more 

common than female employees in Turkey. While those working in the opposition 

newspaper generally focused on women's issues, those working in the pro-government 

newspaper drew attention to the gender policy of the institutions. 

The participants were then personally asked questions about their perspectives on 

women's issues and how much they mentioned women's issues in the news. 

Participant 1 said the following: "I have made much news about women and will 

continue to do so. The issue I report most frequently is the greater participation of 

women in employment. The biggest problem is finding an authorized person to talk to. 

I include the steps to be taken to have more women in business and the problems 

encountered in every news article." As seen from her answer, Participant 1 deals with 

the inequality experienced by women in social life in terms of employment and 

produces news that touches on the problem in society. 

Participant 2 talked about femicide, which is the first thing that comes to mind when 

discussing women's issues and, unfortunately, is increasing daily: “I care about and pay 

particular attention to all kinds of issues and problems related to women. In the past, I 

was doing more news about women; now, I am producing more labor news. However, 

I did not have any difficulties when I was doing women's news. There is a procedure 

for everything, and there is no problem when you act accordingly. It is imperative to 

follow cases of violence or murder in the news. The careful follow-up of the case and 

the examination of the statements prevent any problems.” 

Similarly, Participant 3 deals with women's issues of violence against women and 

femicide: “Both as a female journalist and, above all, as a member of this society, I 

attach particular importance to ensuring that women's issues are not trapped behind the 

scenes. The news of harassment, violence, and murder against women must be more 

visible. I think more news should be made about women's success, not just about 

harassment, violence, and murder, but also about news that will make women victims. 
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We can achieve gender equality, which is not available in our society, by including 

more women in the news.” 

Participant 4 emphasized the importance of news language while addressing the 

underlying causes of violence against women and murders:  

“I think that the visibility of news on violence against women and femicide is thanks to 

the struggle of women journalists and women's organizations. Violence against women 

is a social wound and a sociological problem. Turkish politics, family structure, and 

value judgments lie at the root of violence against women and femicide in Turkey. I 

also pay attention to the fact that the number of male employees in the editorial offices 

of the newspapers is high. Unfortunately, they cannot develop themselves sufficiently 

in terms of gender. Therefore, news language is critical on such sensitive issues. 

Therefore, if I have to speak for myself, I have shown the necessary suspicion and care 

regarding every positive or negative issue regarding women in our society.” 

Participant 5 said the following: “Of course, I believe that female journalists should 

show maximum sensitivity to this issue. Unfortunately, I report violence and murder 

news about women more often. Unfortunately, this is one of the most critical problems 

in society. Almost every day in our country, a woman is murdered or exposed to 

violence. As such, this news is inevitable. Of course, there are also positive 

developments. We often include women's success stories or achievements (such as 

women who won a surname lawsuit and women entrepreneurs). And she continued: 

"Nevertheless, it is not enough. I do not face any obstacles because, as I have just 

mentioned, Milliyet is a newspaper that has taken responsibility for this issue."  

Participant 6 answered the questions as follows:“I am a journalist who is a candidate to 

be a defender of women's rights. If the subject of the news is a woman, I cannot ignore 

the cries of the woman inside me (a feeling of revenge that I had to make the voice of 

the victimized woman heard). I write this news with shouting and care. It is my duty as 

a woman to support women. I feel this awareness in every part of me.” 
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Participants’ Approaches to News about Femicide 

The participants were then asked the following question: “Do you produce news about 

femicide?” And also, they were asked, “What do you pay attention to when creating 

news about femicide?”   

Saying that violence against women and femicide are problems that should not be 

ignored in our country and the world, Participant 1 stated the following: 

“I have made much news on this subject and continue to do so. The point I pay attention 

to here is to explain the solution. Just as there are things to be done to end workplace 

murders, there are also things to be done to stop femicide. It is not enough to report the 

event in such news; the government's steps and what women and society should do 

should be written. At some point, I think it is necessary to tell society that women work, 

produce, and exist in society and how this brings beauty. Experts always say that 

showing the good to society increases the good. So, it is not enough to say that so many 

women were killed!” 

Participant 2 stated that she produces her news in a way that emphasizes "why," not 

how it happened. She said: 

“Indicating that the language of the news is the most critical issue, it should never be 

reported in a way that accuses women. We usually see this type of news in mainstream 

newspapers. While writing about the news of a woman's murder, we do not approach 

the event because of "why." Whatever the reason, we produce the news with the thought 

that a man killed a woman. There is a situation where the man has the courage to kill 

the woman. What is this situation? We are chasing it and paying attention to the fact 

that it should be punished. We produce news in a way that will not encourage men and 

empower women. Women are not subjected to violence or are not victims of murder. 

A woman is abused by a man and killed by a man. These things should be explained to 

the reader while producing the news.” 



NOTE: This preprint reports new research that has not been certified by peer review and should not be used as established 
information without consulting multiple experts in the field. 

 
 

 

Yeditepe University Academic Open Archihe 

Similarly, Participant 3 stated that she avoided expressions that would make the woman 

a victim: 

“I try to produce as much news as possible on such a sensitive subject. Because, as 

women, I think we deal more carefully with the violence, murder, and harassment cases 

to which both genders are exposed. First, female journalists produce more objective 

news on anything that concerns women. In addition to the statements of the perpetrators 

and witness statements, I try to create my news by protecting personal information from 

exaggerated language that will not make the victim more victimized. Unfortunately, the 

news narrated makes the news of violence and murder more remarkable. I do more 

careful research on the production of femicide news and give more importance to the 

choice of news language and visuals. I do not make statements that would acquit the 

perpetrator or make the murdered woman guilty.” 

Participant 4 said the following: 

"We will stop femicide (We Will Stop Femicide Platform), which argues that femicide 

should be dealt with historically... With the reports published by women's associations, 

we noticed more "suspicious deaths." When women die or are killed, there are so many 

suspicious female deaths that we cannot find the answer to this question. The news 

article titled "Falling from the Glass" provides a historical perspective. If there are 

similarities in violence or femicide, we make compilation news. For example, there 

were female suicides in Batman in the 1990s. I conveyed the first suicide and explained 

the second suicide and what kind of social problems we experience when the third 

suicide occurs—female suicides. If there is a similar event today, we look at past events, 

so it is essential to use the historical perspective and the past as a source. With the 

reports published by women's associations, we noticed more "suspicious deaths." When 

women die or are killed, there are so many suspicious female deaths that we cannot find 

the answer to this question. The news article titled “Falling from the Glass” provides a 

historical perspective. If there are similarities in violence or femicide, we make 

compilation news. For example, there were female suicides in Batman in the 1990s. I 

conveyed the first suicide and explained the second suicide and what kind of social 
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problems we experience when the third suicide occurs, female suicides. If there is a 

similar event today, we look at past events, so it is essential to use the historical 

perspective and the past as a source.” 

Participant 5 said that in the news about femicide, she avoids blaming statements so 

that women are not portrayed as victims: 

“I write or edit news about femicide or violence against women. One of the most 

essential elements of this type of news is the title and content. I never use an accusatory 

expression towards the victim woman in the titles I use. I do not use expressions (such 

as jealousy, honor, or because of) that aim to acquit the person who committed the 

murder, show violence, alleviate the incident, or show a reason for the incident. I take 

care not to use the name and photo of the victim in the news without the consent and 

knowledge of the victim. In addition, I do not give details that are offensive or incite 

violence when describing the event. It is essential to avoid what we call ‘violent 

pornography.’” 

Participant 6 argued that women cannot raise their voices against the violence they are 

subjected to, and therefore, women cannot speak: "I trust the principle that women are 

always right." For example, when a woman is harassed, she cannot ask for help 

immediately. She cannot say they are harassing me. While thinking about her family, 

child, and husband, it is not her turn, and she tries to forget what happened to her. She 

fights herself when she wants it. I have accepted this every day of my 12 years of 

professional life, with different experiences. For this reason, while expressing the 

victimization of the victimized woman, I write headlines that will touch every woman 

and carefully write each story in itself.” 

All the participants emphasized that they produce news about femicide and that the 

most critical issue while producing this news is the language of the news. 
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Participants' Perspective on the Relationship Between Femicide and Collective 

Memory 

In the interviews, the question of whether ideological views affect the news of femicide 

was asked of the participants, too. 

Participant 1 argued that ideology affects the news of femicide: “Of course, it does. 

Some media outlets present non-femicide cases as femicide and femicide cases as 

accidents.” 

According to Participant 2, this is not true for the Birgün newspaper. She said the 

following: “However, some newspapers make news according to ideology. It is not 

something I advocate. It is not appropriate to journalistic ethics that ideological 

thoughts precede the subject of the news. For example, as I mentioned in the previous 

question, as a Birgün newspaper, we are approaching the news as a crime when a man 

killed a woman. However, the newspapers that put their ideology ahead of the news 

produced news to find a reason for the murder.” 

Referring to the Istanbul Convention, which Turkey terminated on March 20, 2021, 

Participant 3 said the following: “Unfortunately, Law No. 6284 on the Protection of the 

Family and the Prevention of Violence Against Women, which has been the subject of 

debate for a long time, is interpreted from different perspectives in different newspapers 

with different ideological views. In such cases, ideological beliefs can often take 

precedence over the primary interests of society.” 

Emphasizing the conservative newspapers published in Turkey, known for their 

closeness to the government, Participant 4 defended the idea that ideological views are 

evident in conservative newspapers in the news of femicide:  

“I think it is like that. Instead of using magazine language, it tried to create a sense of 

“honor” and find the reason for the murders of women. Frankly, there is no dominant 

ideological view in the Hürriyet newspaper. Since Hürriyet is a mainstream newspaper, 

it can or cannot focus on specific issues due to its position and patronage. However, the 
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news generally reflects ideological views on violence against women and femicide. For 

example, we can see this in the Akit or Yeni Şafak newspapers, which have a more 

conservative ideology. However, in traditional newspapers, news of violence or murder 

against women is handled with ‘honor.’ However, Hürriyet does not approach the issue 

from such a point of view. As I said before, we see the ignorance of male editors in the 

language of news in Hürriyet.” 

She continued as follows: 

Participant 5 thinks that femicide should be a matter of conscience and that ideology 

should not be at the forefront of the news about femicide: “I favor addressing this issue 

independently of all ideological views. However, unfortunately, I do not think so.” 

Participant 6, who works at the newspaper known for its closeness to the government, 

gave the following answer to this question, "Unfortunately, yes. I am sorry for 

answering this question," which aroused the thought that the institution she worked for 

did not comment much on the subject. 

News that contributes to the formation of our collective memory uses the past as a 

reference. The participants were accordingly asked whether there was a reference to 

similar femicides that happened in the past or whether they did any anniversary 

reporting. 

Participant 1, who argued that femicide can be prevented with a social turn and 

awareness, said the following: “We usually report on the murdered women throughout 

the year for the New Year's newspaper, published on New Year's Day. Likewise, we 

remind you of the solution.” 

Participant 2 stated that anniversary reporting is not frequently encountered in femicide: 

"We refer to similar murders in the past.” 

Participant 3 said the following: “Some femicides have become symbols in Turkey. For 

example, when we think of a woman killed by her boyfriend, we think of Münevver 

Karabulut or Pınar Gültekin. When a woman dies by ‘falling’ out of the window, Şule 
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Çet comes to mind directly. That is why, yes, there is a connection with similar murders. 

Unfortunately, we do not see commemoration journalism very often in femicide.” 

Participant 4 stated that there is a connection with the past in the news about femicide, 

as in every other issue: “Femicide is a problem that has always existed and continues 

to increase daily. It is necessary to show this problem to society, not to forget. Although 

it is rare, commemoration journalism is made in femicide.” 

According to Participant 5, cases of femicide bear similarities: 

“Husbands usually kill women they want to divorce, ex-spouses, ex-boyfriends, and the 

man they reject. Here, it is necessary to repeatedly emphasize the male-dominated 

social structure and the fact that women are not effectively protected. Alternatively, 

when reporting on a woman killed by family members, it is necessary to talk about false 

traditions”  

While Participant 6 referred to the unfair provocation discounts given to the perpetrator 

in femicides, she also said: “We try to awaken the collective memory in such news to 

create public pressure. I have not written a memorial report yet.” 

In the news about femicide, it is seen that there is a connection with past news in order 

to keep collective memory alive. In addition to this, the fact that Şule Çet and Münevver 

Karabulut were given as examples also shows that there are murders that are 

symbolized in femicide. Considering the answers given by the participants, it was 

concluded that commemoration journalism was not practiced much as regards femicide, 

however. 

The participants answered the question of whether the femicide news produced by using 

tabloid language takes more place in our collective memory or whether it does have the 

opposite effect as follows: 

According to Participant 1: 
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“The news that has been made into a magazine is engraved in the memory, but the 

change that should occur with the effect of the news is essential, not the fact that the 

news stays in the memory. Magazine news is not change but brings tears and 

conscientious relief.” 

Participant 2 said, "We love drama; we think it should have a story in its news. This is 

especially true in mainstream newspapers.” Participant 2 also argued that the only 

reason for the tabloidization of the news is to make it read more and to attract attention: 

“I think reading story-like news is easier for our society than reading something 

informative. I do not think it makes any sense to make the news of the murder of a 

woman dramatic. The focus is on femicide. When a magazine's news language is used, 

the responsibility for the murder of the woman is placed on the woman.” 

Participant 3’s reply was as follows: “The storytelling of the femicide news and the 

creation of victims and criminals makes the event even more remarkable. Explaining 

every moment of the event in detail makes the event more memorable.”  

According to Participant 5, “Violence is a severe issue. Saying that using magazine 

news language is a problem in every aspect, especially morally.” Participant 5 also 

stated: 

“Unfortunately, we witness the news language becoming tabloidized. However, I do 

not think this situation contributes to the news in our collective memory. On the 

contrary, it is a matter of simplifying the event and only creating a soap bubble effect.” 

Similarly, about the use of tabloid language in news about femicide, Participant 6 said 

that the news of violence was written with “rosewood words.” According to her, 

“Maybe that is why it stays in the memory longer.” 

The participants were then asked what journalists should do to build a collective 

memory of femicide and what the biggest obstacles were to doing so.  
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Participant 1, who thought that there should be news that shows society the good, 

explained how women can be more assertive, believed that Turkish society has the 

power to prevent murders. According to her, “the exciting news is news that guides.” 

She also mentioned the ideological pressures and difficulties in finding the right 

resources in the institutions worked for. 

“I do not think that any journalist turns their back on the news about the murdered 

women, or I do not want to think about it,” Participant 2 said. Then she continued as 

follows: 

“By giving more importance to women's news and not giving up the follow-up of the 

femicide they covered, on the road to the murder of women, not only the murderers but 

also every person, institution, and organization that causes women not to be protected... 

The organization should be disclosed, and by making news about the criminal's 

punishment, it can contribute to collective memory by not making women forget the 

murders.” 

Participant 3 gave the following response: 

“Unfortunately, in order for the murder of a woman to be heard in our society, the 

murder must be told, and the woman must be shown as a victim. Unfortunately, our 

women who died without a similar event do not come to mind. Just like on the 

anniversaries of some social events, our deceased women should be reminded to 

prevent this. Femicide is a social problem. Forgetting or ignoring this problem causes 

the problem to grow day by day. For this reason, journalists should report regularly to 

make femicide visible in society and not be forgotten.” 

Addressing both the sociological and political aspects of violence against women and 

femicide, Participant 4 gave importance to the news's language in her answer: 

“It is essential not to offend the women subjected to violence and not to hurt the families 

of the murdered women. Most importantly, one should not glorify the criminal, try to 

acquit him, or make excuses. In addition, it is necessary to follow the cases and news 
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to make accurate news. It is necessary to make news by realizing that femicide is not 

just a number. It needs to be displayed in news images. It is essential to make news by 

giving importance to gender equality to highlight women's strengths, not make women 

look cowardly.” 

Participant 5 replied to the question as follows: “While the journalist thinks that he 

should keep femicide on the agenda, she should make news about hot developments 

and news for reminders. Violence against women and femicide should be discussed and 

become a problem in the conscience of society. This situation pressures those 

authorized to deal with this issue to fulfill their duties. However, if this issue falls off 

the agenda and becomes commonplace, the struggle will weaken just as much. The 

newspaper is, first and foremost, an archive. Political pressure is the biggest obstacle." 

Participant 6 explained the main reason for violence and murder, which is the most 

extreme form of violence, as society's lack of education: 

“People need to be educated first. I can write a thesis for the answer to this question. It 

is necessary to tell the woman that she is a woman and the man that she is a human, and 

to teach that life is given to her people. A memory should not be created for the murders 

of women. A memory must be created to prevent femicide. The fact that women are 

seen as powerless by society, that they do not have economic power, that they are not 

independent, and that they feel insecure and inadequate causes them to remain silent 

about violence.” 

DISCUSSION  

Based on the answers, it was concluded that the past was used as a reference in the news 

about femicide. At the same time, it was revealed that the participants did not engage 

in anniversary journalism about femicide much, though. The importance of news 

language in the production of news about femicide was emphasized by all participants. 

It was stated by all the participants that tabloid language should be avoided in such type 

of news. In addition, Participants 4 and 5, who work in mainstream newspapers, stated 

that the number of male employees in newspapers is higher than that of female 
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employees. Due to the high number of male employees, it is assumed that masculine 

language is used in the news.  

It is thought that the short answers given by Participant 6, who works for a newspaper 

known to be much closer to the government, are related to the ideological thought of 

the institution she works for. From the answers given by Participants 2 and 3, who work 

for newspapers associated with the political opposition, it is estimated that the ideology 

of the institution positively affects news production. Participant 1, on the other hand, 

approaches the subject from a different point of view than Participant 6 due to the 

socialist tendency of the institution she works for, despite working in a newspaper also 

known for its closeness to the government. 

The news of femicide and violence against women is shaped according to society's 

value judgments. However, mass media is the most effective tool used to influence and 

manage the attitudes and thoughts of individuals on any subject. For this reason, the 

representation of women in television and newspaper news indirectly affects the 

attitudes and behaviors of individuals. 

The main reason for violence by men against women is the continuation of the dominant 

gender order in society. Journalists, who inform the public, affect the attitudes and 

behaviors of individuals, create the first written documents of events, and play an 

essential role in forming collective memory, should produce conscious news on gender 

equality. Most journalists report an event within the framework of a particular ideology 

and thought, forgetting or unconsciously that they are writing about an event that will 

be remembered forever. 

CONCLUSION 

Although female journalists try to be conscious of the language of the news while 

producing news about femicide, it is seen that femicide news is produced in masculine 

language due to the ownership of the media organization and the ideology of the media 

organization. It is seen that "rights-based journalism" remains only in theory in news 

reports about femicide, and it cannot be implemented in practice despite the 
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participants’ will to do so. Political obstacles, ideological views, and ownership of 

media outlets have prevented the defense of women's right to life. The changing ethics 

of journalism due to digitalization has also caused the news to evolve into "click-bait 

journalism." The news produced on the internet has started to be seen only as a source 

of financial income through clicks and advertisements, and the purpose of the news to 

inform has been ignored. 

Every story about social events takes its place in our memory. As a result, journalists, 

who have an essential power in shaping collective memory, should think about how 

they will be remembered and convey the appropriate message to society, especially 

when writing "violent" news.  
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